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what’s all this about?

one sentence

2 teenage girls, just struggling 
to survive high school, 
acquire emoji-based magic, 
causing problems at school 
and at home, and challenging 
the power structures of the 
local coven. 

ty!!



We follow Nadia—a national scholar-athlete with a big family 
and a big heart—and her best friend, Zoey—an uninspired but 
adventurous latchkey kid—as they discover that all magic, even 
the magic that comes naturally, has a price. Also, High School 
sucks. It’s a never ending line of massive eggplant-sucking 
jagweeds.

And Nadia and Zoey...man, they’re just trying to get by. So look, 
nothing else has worked! Everything has to help, right, it can’t 
hurt, at least. 

Midnight, full moon, and Zoey convinces Nadia to sneak out 
to just like...try a magic spell. They follow some Alt Kids along 
the coastline where a Wiccan Warrior sets some of their shit 
on fire. There’s a lame chant, and tbh, neither Zoey or Nadia 
are convinced, or even really like… convinced this was worth 
sneaking out of the house.

Later on, there’s some real magic. A talisman like a phone in the 
hands of a teenage girl has power. An object you hold and keep 
on you at all times has power. So when Nadia and Zoey repeat 
the spell, this time with an object of personal power, it works. 

Unfortunately, it’s not a secret. The coven knows that a new 
magic has come into the circle. And man, they really don’t 
like it. The Oldwitches realize that the new magic is twinned 
to their own children, and they quickly set about sending the 
Youngbloods out to find the new magic. 

Zoey and Nadia are just trying to make it to graduation. Maybe 
go on a date. Get some good grades. But seriously? Senior Year 
has never been this hard.

in the first season...



The coven would like to define magic. It is formal, it is ritualized, 
it is totemic. It comes out in very deliberate and structured 
forms. Spells are charged and then cast. Sigils are written and 
then repeated. You can weave magic into string, flowers, dance 
steps, words, and direct intent and energy. It’s custom. It’s 
traditional. It’s convention. 

Which is rad and all, but it’s wrong. Big old, McHeckin wrong.

Magic is accessible. Knowledge is power. We walk around with 
the ability to access a database of information on our wrists. 
Guess what. It’s magic af. Clarke is gagging. 

The real-life, hi-def magic in Text Witch is cool. It’s fun, it’s campy, 
and it’s got sparkles, .gifs, and dog faces in the margins. It 
doesn’t shy away from modern media references, and it’s going 
to be emblematic of the time of production. It should be meme-
worthy, it should be late to the party, it should be kids speaking 
in vines and Hamilton quotes and when you say “Wakanda 
Forever” you glow purple. 

If teens had magic it would be used to do stupid shit. In Text 
Witch, that’s fine. You still gotta pay the devil his due.

When we give magic and power and access to teenagers it’s 
radical. Teenagers, teenage girls, they’re a new world. They’re 
amazing and powerful and they won’t take no for an answer, 
they won’t let anyone define them, and they won’t take your 
bullshit. They’re not here for it. They come and take account. 

We got girls redefining girlhood. The characters in Text Witch 
are based off strong young women like; Nadia Murad, Emma 
Watson, Malala Yousafzai, Emma Gonzales, Zhan Haite, Tomi 
Adeyemi, and Jazz Jennings.

what’s the vibe?



They’re also based off the young girls we know. Nadia, Zoey, 
Avery, and even Noah, are based off the young people we 
already know. The tone is congenial, fun, intense, and rich. We 
want to create a world that could be happening on ur block.

Text Witch isn’t a sexy teen drama. There won’t be shower scenes 
or moments in locker rooms where we linger over a 25 year 
old actress’s décolletage while pretending she can pass for a 
sophomore. This isn’t the place for that. Drama will happen. Kids 
will be kids. They’ll fall in love and be shitty and be so obsessed 
with each other they think they could die if they don’t hear back 
from their crush Right. Now. 

Text Witch is, ultimately, a story about being young, being 
powerful, and being a friend. The magic and mystery of Text 
Witch is important, but more important, and the stronger focus, 
is the stories we create around these four main characters.



Magic is, for the purposes of this show, the application of intent 
beyond your assumed power. If you intend to stand up, often you 
can push back from your desk and stand. If you intend to find 
your keys in time to beat traffic, well…that intent might not mean 
anything. In this world, intent—combined with ritual and the 
concentrated direction of energy—will produce fantastic results. 

This is also a secret. Formal magic, done by the coven, is 
extremely powerful, and there is a heritage within this kind of 
work. Informal magic (produced by herbalists, hedge witches, 
and some local Wiccan groups) does appear, and does work, but 
rarely sees the kind of huge, massive changes that formal magic 
can bring about. A self-taught witch can produce a lot of harm, 
but there are limits to informal magic that may not exist for the 
coven.

In the coven, witches come in fours within a generation. The 
oldest generation are the Elders, then the Oldwitches, then the 
Youngbloods. Each witch within a generation inherits a specialty 
according to the kind of magic they excel at performing. 

Every coven-witch has a familiar. In Text Witch, these familiars 
take the shape of birds made of light. The birds made of gold 
magic reflect the tradition and cultivation of ritual magic. Text 
Witches that have unlocked the powers of technology and 
language have birds made of blue lightning. These birds are 
constructs, and are not technically living. They aren’t pets or 
animals; they’re part of the witch’s magic.

These birds are totems and familiars. They appear to warn 
others and they embody the power of the witch to travel and 
commit big magic. Familiars have their own sentience, and will 
often act without the guise or direction of their witch. They are 
visible to others, although they will not answer to anyone but 
their own witch.

so...magic?



10:40

The Trutheye: Sees the truth in 
every situation. Sees what’s right, 
and the good thing. The magic of 
knowledge and understanding.

The Lovely: Emotions and the 
power of connections and 
relationships. Empathetic and kind, 
the power of deep love and trust.

The Powerdun: The magic of 
patience and persistence. The 
amplifier and the sturdy. The one 
who will stand and fight. The magic 
of physical and mental strength.

The Sightwitch: The power to see 
the future. The power to watch 
many people. The power to create 
a new path and direct others into 
their best ways. 

IN YOUR COVEN: 



So, when we talk about text magic, we also talk about tech 
magic.  We talk about the inherent magic of code and creation, 
which is just another interpretation of the energy, focus, and 
the intent behind all magic spells. Remember that every social 
media ‘like’ connects people all over the world to the same 
image, or status, or tweet, or post. Likes charge intent, and 
create energy. 

When we send emojis we only have to think about how sigils, 
knotwork, hieroglyphs, and cave paintings have remained in our 
imagination. Creating meaning out of strings of images creates 
a knot of intent and interpretation that allows for magic. 

Phones are powerful, and when you carry something with 
you, hold it, cry over it, charge it, communicate with it, send 
out intentions with it, the technology becomes more than 
just hardware and code. Code in itself - the very intentional, 
energetic system of direction and calling information from other 
libraries or grimoires - is a kind of modern spellwork. The act of 
using a computer, of any shape or size, and using your intent to 
direct those energies, has importance. 

When you send a message to someone, that has importance, no 
matter how the message gets across. 

In Text Witch, emojis are the way that spells come out from 
phones. Later in the season, Nadia and Zoey will be able to 
manipulate other technology using magic and their intentions. 
While emoji magic will remain an important part of the show 
and the magic Nadia and Zoey can use, they will show how old, 
ancient, powerful magic can adapt to new technology, language, 
and modes of communication. 

what about text magic? 



Text Witch is a twelve-episode coming of age story with the 
potential to expand into further seasons. This narrative will 
effect not only our four teenage BFFs, but the coven of adults 
that seeks to find answers to questions they thought they knew. 

Episodes will have an element of discovery each time, where 
more of the lore is revealed or expanded. Each episode will try to 
address and interact with at least one of three themes; 

deets plz

Ritual is Relative

Language is Mutable

Knowledge is Accessible

Nadia G
screenshotted 1m ago

that’s rude and u kno it
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EPISODES 1-3

EPISODES 4-6

Nadia and Zoey get their magic, and they test the limits of their own 
intention. Avery and Noah must teach them, and also keep them 
secret from the coven of Oldwitches. The Oldwitches must decide 
what to do about this new magic, and how they can best protect 
themselves. The new generation has to deal with the fact that 
sometimes magic gets in the way of school. This is the arc where 
Nadia emerges as a leader, clashing with Noah. 

Avery and Noah must actively hide their knowledge of Nadia and 
Zoey from the rest of the coven. Nadia and Zoey spy on the coven. 
Zoey’s parents start to take more of an active interest in Zoey’s 
life, and she finds herself suffocating under their attention. Avery 
gets flack from some of her friends for hanging out with Nadia and 
Zoey, and starts to date another popular girl in order to keep some 
of her popular posse happy. This is where Avery and Noah start to 
experiment with the New Tech Magic.

EPISODES 7-9

Nadia’s grades suffer, and she tries to pull back from the group. 
Noah and Zoey get closer, and start to develop a friendship that is 
deeper and more intense. A member of the coven seeks out Nadia 
and Zoey, and attempts to align with them. Unbeknown to the 
Youngbloods, they do so in order to oust Ilana, the leader of the 
Oldwitches. Hedgewitches and other informal magic users start to 
feel the heat of the coven’s frustration. This is when Zoey’s magic 
starts to become very strong, causing consent and tension issues.

EPISODES 10-12

Frustrated, Ilana creates a magic entity-a Strider-to hunt down the 
Babybloods. Avery and Noah put their lives in danger in order to 
protect Nadia and Zoey. Avery and Nadia realize their attraction 
to each other. Nadia shaves her head in an act of defiance and 
strength. Zoey taps into a vein of magic energy in order to create 
more intentions within the Youngbloods. The new generation must 
face down and defeat the magic entity, and at the end of the series, 
the Elders wake and return to the coven.



Episode 2: The Youngbloods give the Babybloods their first 
lesson with ritual magic and the lightbirds. They have some 
unintentional effects, and trap them in a place of frozen time that 
requires old magic to destroy, and new magic to contain. All four 
members of the new generation are forced to trust each other in 
order to save themselves and Grand Pines. Nadia takes the lead, 
and Avery realizes she’s got a crush on her. Zoey and Noah are 
mostly annoyed by this. 

Episode 5:  A local birdwatcher spots the blue-lightbirds and 
captures photos of them on film. He develops them and they 
somehow end up in the possession of the Oldwitches. The 
Oldwitches, now with clear and real visuals of these pieces of 
magic, create a spell to trap Nadia and Zoey’s birds. The Avery 
and Noah must find a way to break the spell and release Nadia 
and Zoey’s magic.

Episode 9: Zoey’s birthday is coming up, and she’s knows that 
her parents aren’t going to really do much, or care at all. Nadia 
and the Youngbloods plan to throw a surprise party for Zoey, and 
when they accidentally let her birthdate slip on social media, she 
has to deal with the onslaught of texts, messages, and DMs that 
drain her magic, her physical energy, and, at the same time, give 
her more power than she’s ever had before. 

Episode 12: Nadia accuses Noah of working behind their back to 
help his mother, Ilana, create the Strider. Ilana threatens Nadia’s 
family, and creates a magic barrier that prevents them from 
getting help. The Youngbloods must face down Ilana’s Strider, 
and destroy it. They have to lead the magic into a place full of 
technology and their own rituals in order to weaken and destroy 
it. In doing so, they release a ripple effect within all generations of 
the Grand Pines Coven, and the Elders wake up. 

episodes tho



age year status

Zoey_Thompson Zoey Thompson started senior year 
with no expectations and was still 
disappointed. A mediocre student, 
unmotivated, and privileged, Zoey is 
a social outcast because of her brash 
attitude, her tendency to say ‘yes’ 
even when it gets her in trouble, and 
her vintage (but not ‘cool vintage’) 
clothing. She’s a bit boy crazy, but all her 
relationships end pretty fast - nobody’s 
interesting enough for her. Her parents 
lead busy lives, away from their child, 
and Zoey’s house is often just her. At least 
she gets to drive her dad’s pretty little 
Porsche around. Eventually Zoey will find 
her footing.

Nadia Greer is a top student, a track 
star, and possibly the most useless 
lesbian at Grand Pines Prep. She’s 
not out yet, but she knows and is just 
waiting for the right moment, or person. 
A black girl from a big family, she’s the 
eldest of five kids–Reggie, the Twins, 
and the Baby–and her house is non-stop 
chaos. She’s constantly in athleisure 
wear, and has cute ‘white-approved’ 
microbraids. Later in the season she 
will cut her hair and leave it natural in 
a Lena Waithe-style power move. She 
has her whole life planned out, but is 
starting to question if she’s just going 
through the motions because it’s what’s 
expected of her. 

Nadia_Greer

16 Sr. Lovely

INSPIRED BY:

GERT YORKES
Marvel’s Runaways

SIERRA BURGESS
Sierra Burgess Is 
A Loser

KAT STRATFORD
10 Things I Hate 
About You

ANISSA PIERCE
Black Lightning

HERMIONE GRANGER
Harry Potter

MJ
Spiderman

PROFILES: BABYBLOODS

INSPIRED BY:

“I want to have fun.”

17 Sr. Sightwitch

“I want to succeed”

age year status



Avery_Sayer Avery Sayer is a young, trendy, popular 
girl with a cute haircut and a big fat crush 
on Nadia Greer. Although she’s part of the 
popular girls at school–a cheerleader with 
taste and a killer Instagram feed–she’s 
kept her friends list pretty small. She’s the 
Trutheye of her generation, and she has 
the ability to see the truth in words and 
actions, and it’s made her pretty reserved. 
She’s not cynical yet, but it’s probably 
coming. Avery’s family is also...kind of odd. 
Her mom runs a soothsaying business 
out of the Tea Shop.  Granted, her cousin, 
Noah, isn’t bad, except for the fact that 
three girls on the squad have a crush on 
him. Oh, and the fact that her Aunt Ilana is 
kind of scary. 

Noah Chang is cool. Not like...
quarterback cool, but like, Hozier 
cool. He’s got his own thing going on 
outside of school, and he’s so supremely 
uninterested in stuff like grades and 
popularity politics. With a Chinese 
father and a Jewish mother, he’s got 
a lot of opinions on the state of the 
world, and he’s not afraid to say it. He’s 
the only male witch of his generation, 
and as the Powerdun–a witch focused 
on strength and amplification–he 
sometimes feels frustrated by all the 
ways he struggles with other magic. 
It doesn’t help that his mother is also 
a huge witch. Or a power-hungry nag 
machine. Whatever.

Noah_Chang

16 Jr. Trutheye

17 Sr. Powerdun

INSPIRED BY:

NICO MINORU
Marvel 616

MEGAN BLOOMFIELD
But I’m A 
Cheerleader

ALLISON ARGENT
Teen Wolf

ANGEL
Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer

JESS MARIANO
Gilmore Girls

MAGNUS BANE
Shadowhunters

PROFILES: YOUNGBLOODS

INSPIRED BY:

“I want to be loved.”

“I want respect.”

age year status

age year status



Ilana Avital; The Powerdun of the Oldwitches and their current 
leader, Ilana is fiercely protective of her coven, her son, and her 
magic. Ilana is ambitious and unafraid of using her powers in 
public, or for her own selfish gains. You don’t think that Grand 
Pines became a wealthy suburb all on it’s own, do you? No, this 
is the coven’s work. This is the Good Work. 

Tamara Sayer; The Sightwitch of her generation, Tamara has 
fashioned a life for herself that combines soothsaying, tea 
leaves, and mystery. Her Tea Shop allows her to look into the 
lives of Grand Pines residents, watching over both the mundane 
and dramatic. Tamara tends to side with Ilana on almost 
everything, even over the concerns of her daughter, Avery, and 
her husband, Martin.

Heath Jemisin: A middle-aged black man, Heath is the Lovely 
in the coven. He helps calm the waters within and without the 
coven. He’s kindhearted and not as ambitious as Ilana or selfish 
as Tamara. Heath has an ear to lend to all of his friends, and uses 
his powers to enhance his psychology practice 

Mairin Kim: As the moral compass of the coven, Mairin must 
often reign in Ilana, even against the wishes of Tamara. Her 
powers as the Trutheye give her the ability to see right from 
wrong clearly, and she doesn’t hesitate to point out the ethical 
responsibilities of the coven to support the whole community. 
Both Ilana and Tamara are starting to resent Mairin’s cautious 
and temperate nature.

isn’t there a coven?



binging the next season

Season Two: Another year in Grand Pines. Nadia goes to 
community college in order to stay closer to the coven, but 
has misgivings. Zoey tries to make it work living at home as a 
website coder. The Elders start to come to Grand Pines creating 
tests and boundaries, and threatening the lives and relationships 
within the new generation and the coven.

Season Three: The new generation decides to go to the local 
university together, moving out of Grand Pines. An Elder has 
taken over the coven, and is reviving ancient magic in Grand 
Pines. The new generation has to seek out and destroy ancient 
totems in order to secure their hometown, and return the Elders 
to their sleep.

Season Four: Nadia and Ilana must lead the coven as other 
covens and single, uncovened, bar-witches start reacting to the 
magic occurring in Grand Pines. They begin to congregate in the 
town, creating tension between stills and witches. Murders and 
strange disappearances start happening, and this season takes 
on a fantasy crime noir element. Zoey and Noah accidentally 
get engaged and must deal with the consequences of magic 
bindings. 
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